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THE NEW SEASON: POP

It’s His Moment: Listen

Jimmy Katz/ACT
Vijay lyer says that in his jazz trio, “everyone is contributing structural information.”

P

.
» CGlic

. [
Thinking New Perspectives, C R[. D |T &)Ul SS E

- . -
CREDIT SUISSE

Thinking Mew Perspectives.

More Articles in Arts »
Books Update E-Mail

*

Sign up for the latest book reviews, sent every Friday.
See Sample

spam@musicandart.net
Change E-mail Address |

Sign Up
Privacy Policy

. Eod
Some think
meticulous
orchestration.

We think
track record.

-

By BEN RATLIFF
Published: September 9, 2009

SIGN IN TO MOST POPULAR
VIJAY IYER’S piano trio sneaked up on listeners when they weren’t RECOMMEND E-MAILED BLOGGED SEARCHED
really paying much attention to it. It was there in some of the best TWITTER 1. Really?: The Claim: Lack of Sleep Increases the Risk
parts of Mr. Iyer’s impressive recent quartet album, “Tragicomic” E-MAIL of Catching a Cold.
(Sunnyside), that don’t include the group’s saxophonist, Rudresh SEND TO PHONE 2. Yes, We Speak Cupcake
Mahanthappa; it surfaced in occasional gigs or commissions over RN 3. Gossamer Silk, From Spiders Spun
the past four years for the band’s three other musicians, the pianist 4. Tie to Pets Has Germ Jumping to and Fro
Mr. Iyer, the bassist Stephan Crump and the drummer Marcus REPRINTS 5. Maureen Dowd: Blue Is the New Black
Gilmore. But “Historicity,” to be released on Oct. 13 by the German SHARE 6. The Holy Grail of the Unconscious
label ACT, is piano-bass-drums from beginning to end, and so it’s 7. Maureen Dowd: Where the Wild Thing Is
probably the moment to say: Presto! Here is the great new jazz 8. Oil Industry Sets a Brisk Pace of New Discoveries
piano trio. 9. gi))f)i(r)lgemng Night at the Metropolitan, a New Sound:
IN sf:).\:};ll\.: :Nltﬁ RS 10. Music Review: U2 in the Round, Fun With a Mission

The new music by this New York
Related pianist, 38, is just as quick coursing
and strict rhythm dodging as the rest of his work back to
the mid-1990s. (He loves working with long, percussive
piano vamps in odd time signatures, and Mr. Gilmore can
make them dance and stagger.) But here the result is
sleeker, more stylish and tuneful, powerful without
unnecessary bulk.
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. . . It’s also Mr. Iyer’s first serious attempt at a repertory
Official Web site, with

] album, dotted with other people’s songs, including M.I.A.’s
muslc streams:

“Galang,” Andrew Hill’s “Smoke Stack,” Leonard

Vijay Iyer Bernstein’s “Somewhere” (from “West Side Story”), Stevie

Video: Wonder’s “Big Brother” and Ronnie Foster’s “Mystic
Brew.”

Review

An Album Devoted to the Post- In a‘hlghly functlomn'g Jaz‘z—plano trio playing c?rlglnal
9/11 Airport music, Mr. Iyer explained in a recent conversation,
“everyone is contributing structural information.” In other
words, “you’re not just playing over something: you are

Blo

9 that something at the same time.” The next step, then,
ArtsBeat was to work with other people’s structures and see if the
The latest on the

principle held.
arts, coverage of

hv.e.events,. None of the covers on the new album were written for
critical reviews,
multimedia extravaganzas and

much more. Join the
discussion. Through the band’s own interactive arrangements you can

piano trio, and that alone would legitimize a lot of
overhaul. But Mr. Iyer doesn’t go coy or perverse.

hear the melody of each song, and its intended mood too.
(With “Big Brother,” full of Mr. Crump’s ominous bowed
bass, Mr. Iyer took special care, because when you play it
without words, he said, “you forget that it’s a really dark song.”)

More Arts News

Mr. Iyer talks about the “disruptive” quality of the songs he covers, and by that he means
the questioning spirit of the music that he identifies with as a listener. With one
exception.

“I don’t think ‘Somewhere’ has a disruptive quality,” he allowed. “But if Coltrane can do
‘My Favorite Things,’ I can do ‘Somewhere.” ”
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A version of this article appeared in print on September 13, 2009, on More Articles in Arts »
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